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1. Name of Property 

historic name Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor 

other names PG:74B-l5 

2. Location 

street & number 17500 Clagett Landing Road 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

• not for publication 

• vicinity 

state Maryland code MP county Prince George's code 033 _ zip code 20774 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0"nomination • 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property E'meets • does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant • nationally • statewide Ufllocally. ( • 
See continuajioa^heet for additional comments). 

y-/r-// 
Date £SJZ— 

Signatureaf'cVrtifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

• does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby, certify that this property is: 
• entered in the National Register 

• See continuation sheet 
• determined eligible for the National 

Register 
• See continuation sheet, 

D Determined not eligible for the National 
Register 

• removed from the National Register. 
• other (explain) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor (PG:74B- I5) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

E9 private 
O public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

H building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing 
1 
2 

1 

4 

Noncontributing 

1 

I 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 
Total 

number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/s ingle dwel l ing DOMESTIC/secondary structure 
FUNERARY/cemetery 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/barn 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwell ing DOMESTIC/secondary structure 
FUNERARY/cemetery 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/barn 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

M ID-19™ CENTURY/Greek Revival 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Brick 
walls Wood 

roof 
other 

Wood 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 



Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor (PG: 74B-15) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history. 

• B Property associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

£3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

Area of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

ca. 1830-1871 

Significant Dates 

ca. 1830 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

unknown 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on files (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 

• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# 

Primary location of additional data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 



Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor (PG: 74B-15) 
Name of Property 

Prince George's County, Maryland 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 10 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1 I 1 8 1 1 3 1 5 2\1 1 2 1 1 4 3 I 0 4 j 0 4 2\ 3 I M l 1 II 1 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

2 1 [ I I I [ I 1 1 j 4 | M l | 11 1 | 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 

Bristol, MD quad 

• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. Pearl; with additions by David Moore & Deena Rubinson 

Organization Prince George's County Historic Preservation Commission 

street & number County Administration Building 

city or town Upper Marlboro 

date July 1998; rev. 2011 

telephone 

state MD zip code 20772 

.Additional Documentation 

'Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name 

street & number 

city or town 

telephone 

state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 US C. 470 et sea) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division. National Park Service. PO. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503 
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Description Summary: 

Constructed ca. 1830, the Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open 
farmland above and west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing in the vicinity of Upper 
Marlboro, Prince George's County, Maryland. It is a one-story house of wood frame 
construction that rests on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof and four tall interior 
chimneys. Its form is highly unusual in Maryland, and resembles houses commonly found in the 
Deep South: roughly square, with hip roof, and with the lower level mostly below grade. 

General Description: 

Exterior 

The Clagett House stands five bays wide by two bays deep, measuring approximately 42 by 32 feet. It 
has a shallow hipped roof, and rises one-and-one-half stories above grade, much of the lower level being 
below grade. The building is currently in process of rehabilitation. The horizontal board siding is now 
covered with woven high-density polyethylene (HDPE) wrap as a temporary protective measure. The 
roof framing has been reinforced and the roof covered in wood shingles; the plain board cornice has 
been restored. 

The principal elevation is the five-bay south facade. Entrance is in the central bay, through an eight-
panel door with three-pane transom and four-pane sidelights, each of which is actually a narrow 2/2 
double-hung-sash window over a wainscot panel. The flanking windows are 6/6-double-hung-sash; they 
retain the original plain board surrounds with inner bead, and oak sills. The basement foundation of the 
south facade is lighted by three 3/3 double-hung-sash windows, in first, third and fifth bays. 

Structural evidence indicates that a porch originally sheltered the entire south facade. At 10-foot 
intervals at the top of the brick foundation, there are pockets to hold the porch floor supports; the trim of 
the three south basement windows remains in good condition, having been protected by the porch. 
Similar period houses from locations south of Maryland feature both entry porches and facade-wide 
porches raised on high piers or foundations, and sometimes allowing entrance to the lower story beneath 
or beside the porch. In this Prince George's County example, there is no entrance to the lower level in 
the principal elevation. 

A plain shed-roof porch shelters the entire north (rear) elevation, accessible by a centered flight of seven 
wooden steps. Rear entrance to the upper story is through a central eight-panel door that has a three-
pane transom but no sidelights. The transoms of both south and north doors are hinged, and could be 
opened to provide cross-ventilation. Three openings pierce the brick basement foundation beneath the 
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porch: 3/3 double-hung-sash windows in the first two bays, and a door in the fifth bay. This batten 
door is the only exterior opening into the lower story. 

The brick foundation rises to a height of more than five feet above grade, and is laid in 5:1 American 
bond. The foundation wall is corbelled out, at least three courses, at the base of the foundation. Each of 
the east and west walls of the foundation is lighted by two 3/3 double-hung-sash windows. The two 
windows in the east foundation are symmetrically located, while those in the west are not, providing 
light from both west windows into the northwesterly basement space (kitchen). All openings have plain, 
narrow board surrounds, and there are no shutters. 

Four tall interior chimneys rise from the shallow hipped roof: brick stacks arranged slightly 
asymmetrically on each side of the central hallway. The two northerly chimneys are slightly closer to 
the ridge. The four chimneys serve fireplaces located in the interior walls of the four corner parlors. 
The two northerly chimneys each serve two fireplaces, while the two southerly chimneys each serve 
only one. All four chimneys, however, have two flues, suggesting that the builder may have 
contemplated building an additional story. The roof is covered with wood shingles. The cornices are of 
plain board. 

Interior 

The interior of the house consists of a central passage that gives access to two spaces on each side, both 
in the basement level and in the living level above it. There is a modest one-run, closed-string stair at 
the north end of the central basement passage. It rises to the north against the east wall of the passage; it 
has a plain, slim tapered rectangular newel mitred to a plain railing, and the plain rectangular balusters 
are nailed into the subrail. The stringboard is 16" wide. (The surviving elements of this stair, as well as 
the interior doors and mantels, are currently [February 2011] removed and stored in the basement of the 
house to protect them during the ongoing rehabilitation work.) The northwesterly space of the basement 
was the original kitchen, as evidenced by the large fireplace with heavy hewn lintel. This is the largest 
space in the basement level, and receives light from both of the windows (which are offset, 
asymmetrically, in order to provide the kitchen light) in the west foundation. Patches of the original 
brick flooring are evident. Accessible from the kitchen is a small pantry in the southwest space. In its 
east (interior) wall a relieving arch supports the hearth above. There is also a pass-through "window" 
connecting this pantry with the adjoining south-central storage room. This storage room shows evidence 
that it was originally fitted out with shelves. 

From several pieces of architectural evidence, it appears that the two spaces to the east of the basement 
stairhall were intended for domestic family use, and not for work space. The northeast room had a 
fireplace in its west (interior) wall, and may have been used as a sitting room. The southeast room has 
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no fireplace (as in the southwest space, its interior wall has a relieving arch to support the hearth above 
it), but is fitted out with three built-in cupboards, one actually built into the relieving arch. This 
southeast basement room was likely a bed chamber. Both of these two easterly basement rooms show 
evidence that they once had baseboards, and wood floors approximately 12" above the present earth 
floor. Also, the door and window trim in the two easterly rooms and stairhall is very slightly more 
formal than in the kitchen, pantry and storage room: plain board in the latter, plain board with inner 
bead in the former. 

Interior walls of these basement spaces show evidence of several coatings of plaster, much of which has 
worn off to reveal the brick behind it. Large areas of ceiling plaster have fallen, revealing circular-sawn 
lath installed with cut nails. Ceiling height in the basement level is approximately 8' -8". 

On the upper level, the central passage is divided into two unequal spaces. The two easterly parlors 
(15* 10" by 17'10") are connected by a tall (9') double door centered in the partition wall. Each leaf of 
this double door has four molded panels, and hangs from a Baldwin hinge, with screws and a fixed pin. 
Plain wooden mantels survive at the fireplaces of the two westerly parlors; they have plain shelves and 
friezes, and each flanking plain wide pilaster is detailed only with a projecting base. The narrow 
molding beneath the shelves of these wooden mantels may be replacement material. 

The mantel in the southeast parlor is unusual and interesting. It consists of a cast iron frame with a wide 
flared arch above the frieze. Inset into the frieze and pilasters of this iron frame are panels of clear glass. 
In the frieze are inset five panels of glass: a central broad pointed-arch panel, flanked on each side by a 
horizontal panel, with a square panel at each end. In each of the pilasters is inset a pointed-arch glass 
panel. These seven glass panels appear to be painted on the reverse, in the manner of verre eglomise, to 
replicate the grain of marble. The lower end of the pilasters consists of heavy squared bases of iron. 

All doors and windows are framed with simple board surrounds with inner bead, and unornamented 
comerblocks; the surrounds are very slightly more formal than the family spaces in the basement level in 
that they have a narrow step just inside the bead. Baseboards are of stepped wide board. In the westerly 
parlors, small closets are built-in adjoining the chimney breasts; they are probably original. Ceiling 
heights are approximately 11 '-3". Above the plaster ceiling is a very shallow loft area, with no access or 
space for storage. Deteriorating sections of wall plaster reveal both hand-split and circular-sawn lath. 

Setting 

The Clagett House stands prominently on a knoll overlooking Clagett Landing Road. Directly north of 
the house is a brick-lined well, and approximately 300 feet to the northeast of the house, hidden in a 
thick copse of trees, is the family burial ground. Archeological investigations (Polglase 2003) identified 
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an additional burial ground on the property, containing as many as 14 nineteenth-century interments; 
skeletal remains were analyzed by the Smithsonian Institution and determined to be African American. 
[Because of its archeological sensitivity, the location of this burial ground is not specifically identified in 
the present documentation.] To east and west of the house, on lower ground, are cultivated fields. 
Behind the house, to the north, the area is wooded. A large 20th-century gable-roof tobacco barn stands 
in deteriorated condition at the edge of a cultivated field to the east. 

Contributing Resources: 

House (one contributing building) 
Well (one contributing structure) 
Family cemetery (one contributing site) 
African American burial ground (one contributing site) 

Non-contributing Resources: 

Tobacco barn (one non-contributing structure; lacks integrity, dates outside period of significance) 

PG: 74B-15 
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Summary Statement of Significance: 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is significant for its architecture, as the only known example in 
Prince George's County of a house type similar to early nineteenth-century dwellings of the Deep South. 
Constructed ca. 1830, it is a one-story house of wood frame construction, resting on a high brick 
basement; it has a shallow hip roof and four tall interior chimneys. The Clagett House resembles a 
house form more commonly found in Alabama and Georgia in the early nineteenth century, which is 
exceedingly rare in Maryland. Despite years of neglect, the property retains integrity in its character-
defining features, and is currently undergoing rehabilitation. 

The period of significance, ca. 1830-1871, corresponds to the period of William Digges Clagett's 
ownership, during which time the property substantially achieved its historic character. 

Resource History and Historic Context: 

The subject house was built by William Digges Clagett circa 1830 on land which he had received from 
his father, Joseph White Clagett. The elder Clagett had inherited this property in 1779 from his 
grandfather, Samuel White; the property consisted of approximately 450 acres of "White's Adventure," 
which had been resurveyed out of a larger tract, the 1050-acre Cool Spring Manor.1 Joseph White 
Clagett built his own two-story frame house on his inherited property after the American Revolution; it 
was listed as "new" at the time of the 1798 Federal Direct Tax.2 It is not known exactly where Joseph 
White Clagett's house stood; it has not survived. 

In 1782. soon after he inherited his uncle's property, Joseph White Clagett married Eleanor Digges of 
Melwood Park. Their son William Digges Clagett, born circa 1790, would eventually receive from his 
father the subject property. William Digges Clagett was raised, with his three sisters, on his father's 
500-acre plantation at White's Adventure; this fertile area was bordered by larger plantations of the 
Calvert family, about one-half mile from the Patuxent River. There were several nearby landings on the 
Patuxent. known over the years as Oyster Shell Landing, Wootton's Landing, Clagett's Landing and 
Brooks Landing: the Clagett farm was located just about half-way between the bridge at Queen Anne (to 
the north) and the ferry at Mount Pleasant (to the south). In 1808 a new road was built, connecting the 
Clagett farm to Queen Anne, thus providing for the Clagett family easier access to that port town and its 
bridge to Anne Arundel County.3 

William Digges Clagett remained on his father's property near Queen Anne, operating their small 
plantation. He was apparently a man of wide interests; in 1816, he was one of a group of men of the 
Upper Marlborough area who formed and incorporated the Philomanthanean Society of Upper 
Marlboro, its purpose being to promote literature and science, and to support the establishment of a 
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public library and a free school.4 In 1819, William Clagett married Sarah Young, only daughter of 
Nicholas Young of Piscataway. The couple continued to live on the White's Adventure property, 
probably in the house where Clagett had grown up. William and Sarah Clagett had one daughter, 
Eleanor, born in 1824 shortly before Sarah Clagett died.5 

Joseph White Clagett made sure that his only son would continue to operate his ancestral plantation. In 
April 1828 he wrote his will, devising the land on which he "now resides and all contiguous land" 
(approximately 520 acres) to his son, William D. Clagett, and on the same day confirmed this legacy by 
legal deed. William D. Clagett, in turn, promised to give to his father all profits and proceeds from the 
plantation for the rest of his father's life. Joseph W. Clagett lived another two years, dying in May of 
1830.6 

Just two months before Joseph Clagett devised and conveyed the plantation to his son, William D. 
Clagett married for a second time. William D. Clagett's second marriage united him, in February 1828, 
with Mary Ann Bowie, daughter of Colonel Thomas Bowie of "War Park" (later known as Parthenon 
Heights) in Bladensburg. One daughter, Margaret, was born of this union.7 

It was possibly soon after his second marriage, and his inheritance of the family plantation, that William 
D. Clagett began the building of the subject house. His property was designated "first class" in the 1832 
tax assessment, but architectural details suggest a building date of 1840 or slightly later."8 

The plan and design of the new house was very unusual for Prince George's County in that it followed a 
form more characteristically associated with the Deep South. In such houses, both family spaces and 
working spaces are enclosed within a high basement, keeping them cooler in hot weather. In the true 
Southern examples, the hip roof usually had steeper planes, and often enclosed usable loft space lighted 
by dormers. The larger plantation houses normally had more than one story above the basement, 
providing protection from the heat and sun to the principal first story. In this unique Prince George's 
County example, there is only one story above the basement, and the hip roof has a very shallow pitch 
and encloses no usable loft space. It has not been determined how William D. Clagett came to choose 
such a house form, possibly after travel in the more Southern states. And it is possible that he was 
limited in the size of the house he might build, and decided that in the more temperate Maryland 
location, the insulating space of a deeper loft would not be necessary. The extra chimney flues suggest 
that he may have planned an additional upper story. In any case, this small house became his family 
home, with a large working kitchen beneath the westerly parlors, and those two westerly parlors 
probably serving as bed chambers. The two easterly parlors, connected by a double door, served as the 
entertaining and dining space, and the two easterly basement spaces served as summer bedroom and 
parlor. 
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The most noticeable visual feature of the exterior is the configuration of the chimneys: four tall interior 
chimneys serving the fireplaces in the interior walls of the four parlors. The combination of the high 
basement, shallow roof pitch, tall chimneys, and the siting of the house 20 feet above the road, give the 
house an unusual, almost truncated appearance. 

William D. Clagett was actively involved in County and community improvements. In 1826 he was 
appointed one of the commissioners of the lottery to raise funds for cleaning out the creeks leading to 
and from Upper Marlboro and Queen Anne; his neighbor William Wells, who operated a plantation 
immediately to the south on another part of Cool Spring Manor, worked with Clagett in these efforts.9 

In 1845 Clagett was appointed lumber inspector for four points on the Patuxent River: Clagett's 
Landing, Queen Anne, Mount Calvert and Green Landing.10 Clagett's Landing was at that time one of 
the smaller landings on the Patuxent, about a half mile northeast of Clagett's plantation, on the road 
which had been established in 1808 between the plantation and the town of Queen Anne. 

During the second quarter of the nineteenth century, Clagett gradually increased the extent of his 
plantation to over 700 acres, operated by a labor force of more than 40 slaves. The farm production was 
devoted mostly to livestock and tobacco. Clagett kept a larger than average number of sheep and swine, 
and maintained a correspondingly larger production of wool and hams. His production of tobacco was 
also relatively high, compared to other plantations of the area, until the beginning of the Civil War." 

Through his mother, William D. Clagett was connected with the Digges family of Melwood Park as well 
as the related Clark family of Melwood Farm; in fact, William D. Clagett held a partial interest in the 
550-acre Melwood Farm in trust for his sister's two daughters, Eleanor Ann Clark and Ann Hall Clark. 
Various papers in the private collection of Clark family descendants indicate that members of the Clark 
family resided at some times with the Clagett family at Cool Spring. The family burial ground at Cool 
Spring Manor was also the burial place for members of the Clark family; at least one of their members, 
Eleanor Ann Clark, was buried at Cool Spring Manor when she died in 1834, only a few months after 
her marriage to Nicholas Darnall. William D. Clagett continued to hold an interest in Melwood Farm 
until 1836. when his younger niece, Ann Hall Clark, came of age.1" 

A brief mention of the Clagett house at Cool Spring Manor occurs in the correspondence of Sarah 
Hagar. a young Vermont woman who served from 1854 to 1861 as governess to the children of Thomas 
Clagett of Weston, a distant cousin of William D. Clagett. In a letter dated 4 June 1860, Sarah Hagar 
described a visit to the William D. Clagett home: "We called at Mrs. William D. Clagett's where Lou 
Allen was, and where I have always wanted to go. I could realize for the first time some of Lou's 
enthusiastic love and admiration for this part of the country. The very look of the country is pleasanter, 
freer than down here, where they live only to make money. Mrs. Clagett was motherly and kind as ever, 
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Maggie sweet and lively, and we pursued our way into an adjoining county over a half-ruined bridge 
over the Patuxent into the next county, Anne Arundel."13 

In the tumultuous period before the outbreak of the Civil War, William D. Clagett continued to be active 
in the Queen Anne community. In 1857 and 1858, he chaired a committee for the purpose of 
establishing Negro Patrols, to monitor activities of blacks in the Queen Anne area, and to guard against 
"insurrection." In 1860 he chaired a committee to form a military company at Queen Anne.14 

After the upheaval of the Civil War, Clagett, like many other planters in the County, found himself 
heavily in debt. In 1865, he mortgaged his 297-acre Cool Spring Manor farm (including his house) to 
James Owens of Anne Arundel County in order to secure a loan of $10,000. The property at that time 
was described as "highly improved real estate: ... upon which William D. Clagett now resides ... 
excellent neighborhood in Queen Anne District, within one mile of a shipping point on Patuxent River ... 
Improvements consist of a substantial dwelling, stabling, tobacco houses and other necessary 
buildings/'15 

Clagett was unable to repay the loan; Owens brought suit in the Equity Court, and the Clagett farm was 
offered at public sale. James Owens' bid of $8000 for the 297-acre farm was the highest bid, and the 
farm was sold to Owens in May 1871.16 

William D. Clagett had written his will in October 1868, and at that time indicated that he wished to 
devise his farm to his wife, Mary Ann, and their daughter Margaret. His will, however, indicated that it 
was his intention to sell the farm, and by the time of his death, the farm had indeed been sold to James 
Owens. Clagett indicated in his will his desire to be "buried in the family grave yard on my estate .... 
and it shall be used hereafter if desired by any of the members of my family or by any of the members of 
the families of either of my sisters or by the members of the family of my friend and relative, William B. 
Bowie."1 Although it has not been absolutely established, it is assumed that Clagett (and possibly his 
wife and daughter, Margaret) were buried on the subject property. The only surviving gravestone in the 
burial ground is that of Clagett's niece, Eleanor Ann Clark Darnall. 

Although James Owens took possession of and operated the Clagett farm, he apparently never received a 
legal deed for the land. He continued to reside in Anne Arundel County and operate several other farms 
there. He died in June 1895. and management of the Clagett farm fell to his son, Edward R. Owens. 
Because the elder Owens had not received a deed, his heirs had to take the case to court in order to 
accomplish the disposition of his estate. Through these court proceedings, we have additional 
information about the property in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.18 In order to effect disposition of 
James Owen's property, his sons (James W. Owens and Edward R. Owens) took the case to Anne 
Arundel County Equity Court. The Court appointed two trustees to sell Owens' five farms, two of which 
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were in Prince George's County; one of those two was Clagett's Cool Spring Manor farm. The sale of 
this farm was to take place 2 September 1902; it was advertised as follows: 

"In Queen Anne District, Prince George's County, 297 acres adjoining Samuel Brook, Mrs. Ellen 
Howard, and Goodwood, formerly of Charles Carter. "There is a good frame dwelling with comfortable 
basement rooms and large kitchen on the property, also 3 large tobacco barns, corn house and granary. 
There are 60 acres of wood and timber on the place, and 2 springs of good water carried off by ditches. 
Soil is principally of loam and produces excellent crops of tobacco, corn and vegetables, and it is well 
adapted to growth of all kinds of fruit. Approximately 3 miles from Hall and Leland (sic) Stations on 
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, 1/2 mile from Patuxent River, and 16 miles from Washington with 
good wagon road leading to that city. Approximately 6 miles from Upper Marlboro in Prince George's 
County. The fencing is mostly of wire and in fairly good condition." ,19 

Another advertisement for the same sale, printed as a broadside, included the same information as well 
as the somewhat ambiguous description of the house: "a good frame dwelling with comfortable 

• • • JO 

basement rooms and a large kitchen with two rooms above it."" The sale took place as scheduled in 
September 1902, and the 297-acre Clagett farm was sold to the same Edward R. Owens who had been 
managing the farm since the time of his father's death in 1895. By order of the Court the 30-year-old 
foreclosure of Clagett's mortgage was confirmed, and the property was legally conveyed to James 
Owens' son. 21 

Edward R. Owens continued to operate the farm and live in the Clagett family house until his death in 
1917. Farm production concentrated, as it had during the Clagett family operation, on livestock (mainly 
sheep and swine) and tobacco, with additional income from forest produce.22 

Owens' will devised "my farm where I now reside called Cool Spring Manor containing 297 acres ... 
and all stock and farming implements, household furniture and growing or matured crops" to his niece. 
Maria Owens Hill. Maria Hill and her family lived in Hyattsville, but continued to manage the farm; in 
1947. it passed, through Maria Hill's will, to her daughter, Helen Hill Schindler, who sold the farm to the 
present owner in 1961 23 

After the death of Edward Owens in 1917, the historic Clagett property was fanned by tenants. Today 
only the dwelling survives from the original complex of nineteenth-century buildings. The family burial 
ground is now hidden in a thick copse of trees to the northeast of the house. The dwelling itself has been 
unoccupied for several years and is currently in the process of rehabilitation. 

The Clagett House is a plain but solid example of domestic architecture which is unexpected in this area. 
In form, it departs drastically from the region's more traditional modest plantation houses of the period. 
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but it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type found frequently in the deep South. There is no 
other building of its type in Prince George's County, and scarcely any in Maryland — no truly 
comparable examples have been identified in the southern counties (Calvert, Charles and Saint Mary's), 
and only Arden in Anne Arundel County (AA-212, 1842) exhibits features similar to those of the subject 
house. 

Notes to Section 8 
1. Prince George's County Will T#l: 114. In 1754, "White's Adventure" had been 

resurveyed out of the earlier and larger Cool Spring Manor tract, which itself had been patented 
for 1050 acres in 1658. Although White's, and then Clagett's, property was technically known as 
"White's Adventure," it was still referred to most often thereafter as "part of Cool Spring Manor." 

2. Federal Direct Tax for Prince George's County, Patuxent Hundred, 1798; Microfilm 
#865, Maryland State Archives, Annapolis. 

3. Prince George's County Levy Court Records, 1808; R. L. Van Horn, Out of the Past, 
Prince George's County Historical Society, 1976, p. 246. 

4. Acts of the General Assembly 1816, Chapter 146, Chapter 268. 
5. National Intelligencer. 24 April 1819, 9 April 1825. In 1840, Ellen, daughter of 

William D. and Sarah Clagett, married Dr. Joseph Howard; the Howards took up residence on a 
farm immediately east of the Clagetts', possibly on the site of Joseph White Clagett's eighteenth-century 
house. 

6. Prince George's County Will TT#1:459; Prince George's County Deed AB#5:186. 
7. Marriage license records, Prince George's County; see also Bowie, E.G., Across the 

Years in Prince George's County, 1950, reprinted 1975, page 284. 
8. Prince George's County Tax Assessment for Election District 3, 1832 and 1842; verbal 

report on site inspection by Andrew Wallace and Daniel Filippelli. A significant increase in the 
assessed value of the property in the 1842 tax assessment may indicate construction of the house 
at that time. 

9. Act of the General Assembly. 1825. Chapter 209; see also Maryland Inventory of Historic 
Properties PG#74B-16a (William Wells House at Cool Spring Manor). 

10. Act of the General Assembly, 1845. Chapter 171. 
11. Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1832-1850; Prince George's County Land 

Records AB#7:25, JBB#4:195, JBB#5.T20; Federal Census Records (Agricultural Schedules) for Prince 
George's County. Maryland. Enumeration Districts 3 and 7. 1850. 1860, 1870. 

12. Bowie. E.G., op.cit., pages 212. 282-287. 
13. Letter written by Sarah Hagar to Kate Hagar, 4 June 1860, in the special collections of 

the University of Vermont. Burlington, Vermont. Lou Allen, a friend of Sarah Hagar. had 
worked as governess in the William D. Clagett household. Maggie, about 20 years old in 1860, 
was the only child of William D. Clagett and his second wife, Mary Ann Bowie. Sarah Hagar 
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was comparing the countryside at Cool Spring Manor with the countryside near Weston, just 
seven miles to the southwest, near Upper Marlboro. The "half-ruined bridge" was at Queen 
Anne, the principal Patuxent River crossing point in this immediate area. 

14. Planters' Advocate and Southern Maryland Advertiser, 7 January 1857, 20 January 
1858. 15 February 1860. 

15. Prince George's County Land Record (mortgage) FS#3:13; Prince Georgian 
(newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro), 8 September 1865. 

16. Prince George's County Equity #788. 
17. Unprobated will of William D. Clagett, 30 October 1868, in the private collection of 

papers of the Clark and Bowie families of Melvvood Farm. (See E.G. Bowie, op.cit., pp. 285-6) 
18. Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 
19. Advertisement in Maryland Republican (newspaper printed in Annapolis) and Prince 

George's Enquirer (newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro) for four weeks prior to sale, 2 
September 1902. See also Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. Samuel Brook farmed the land 
south of the Clagett's property, also part of Cool Spring Manor (see PG#74B-16); Ellen Howard, 
William D. Clagett's daughter by his first marriage, lived on the farm immediately east of the 
Clagett property; Goodwood, one of the large plantations of the Calvert family, had been the 
home of Eugenia Calvert, wife of Charles Carter, and was located to the west of the Clagett 
property (see PG#74B-14). All of these farms fronted on the road to Clagett's and Brook's 
Landing. 

20. Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 
21. Ibid. 
22. Federal Census Records (Agricultural Schedule) for Prince George's County, 

Maryland, Enumeration District 7, 1880. 
23. Prince George's County Wills GPH#I:295, WEC#2:481; Administration files #2839, 

#8803: Prince George's County Deeds #1549:414, 417; #2521:123. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

The boundaries of the nominated property are shown on the attached plat, prepared on April 23, 
2009 and recorded among the Land Records of Prince George's County in Liber 30882, folio 
331. 

Boundary Justification: 

The nominated property, ten acres, represents the remnant of the property historically associated 
with the resource, and comprises the various elements within an appropriate setting. 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

™ HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey: PG# 74B-15 Building Date: circa 1830 

Building Name: Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor 

Location: 17610 Clasett Landing Road. UDDer Marlboro. MD 20774 

Private/Residence/Unoccupied/Fair/Inaccessible 
Description 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open farmland above and 
west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. It is a one-story house of wood frame 
construction that rests on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof and four tall interior 
chimneys. The Clagett House is five bays by two, approximately 42 by 32 feet; the horizontal 
board siding is covered with patterned gray asphalt shingle. The principal elevation is the five-bay 
south facade; entrance is in the central bay, through an eight-panel door with three-pane transom 
and sidelights over wainscot panels. A shed-roof porch shelters the entrance. The flanking 
windows are 6/6-double-hung-sash, and have plain board surrounds. The brick foundation rises to 
a height of more than five feet above grade, and is laid in 5:1 American bond. The interior of the 

•

house consists of a central passage that gives access to two spaces on each side, both in the 
basement level and in the living level above it. There is a large kitchen in the basement, and four 
living spaces on the floor above it. The two easterly parlors are connected by a tall double door. 
Plain wooden mantels survive at the two westerly parlors; the iron-framed mantel in the southeast 
parlor is unusual and interesting. There is a family burial ground near the house, as well as two 
20th-century tobacco barns near the cultivated fields. 

Significance 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is the only known example of its type in Prince 
George's County. It resembles a house form commonly found in the deep South in the early 
nineteenth century. It was built by William Digges Clagett circa 1830 on part of the Cool Spring 
Manor tract which he had received from his father, Joseph White Clagett. Clagett maintained a 
successful plantation here until he lost the land after the Civil War. The farm was acquired and 
operated by the Owens family until 1917; since that time it has been cultivated as a tenant farm. 
The Clagett House is a plain but solid example of domestic architecture which is unexpected in 
this area. In form, it departs drastically from the region's more traditional modest plantation 
houses of the period, but it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a representative southern 
type. There is no other building of its type in Prince George's County, and scarcely any in 
Maryland; its uniqueness makes it outstandingly important in the County's social, cultural and 
architectural history. 

^ P Acreage: 250.15 acres 
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ĴCPPC 

P lan 

o w n e r s ) 

= 2521 

123 

state county local 

state 
MD 



77" Description Survey No. PG#74B - 1 5 

CoodMon C*»«ck on« Ch^ck o M 
«xc*U*nt deteriorated unartered J L original she 

_ good ruin, _ L attend movd date of move 
t=£— f*lr unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l desc r ipc ion of t h e resource and ir< 
va r ious elements as I t e x i s t s today . 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open farmland 
above and west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. It is a one-story house of 
wood frame construction that rests on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof 
and four tall interior chimneys. It resembles houses commonly found in the deep South: 
roughly square, with hip roof, usually with prominent porches, and with the lower level 
mostly below grade. In the more modest of the Southern versions, there is only one 
story above the basement; this is also the case with this unique Prince George's County 
example. 

Exterior 

The Clagett House is five bays by two, approximately 42 by 32 feet. It has a 
shallow hipped roof, and rises one-and-one-half stories above grade, much of the lower 
level being below grade. The plain horizontal board siding is now covered with 
patterned gray asphalt shingle (installed after 1958). The principal elevation is the five-
bay south facade. Entrance is in the central bay, through an eight-panel door with three-
pane transom and four-pane sidelights, each of which is actually a narrow 2/2 double-
hung-sash window over a wainscot panel. The flanking windows are 6/6-double-hung-
sash, and have plain board surrounds. Sheltering the entrance is a recent shed-roof 
porch across the second and third bays of the south facade; it is supported by tall brick 
piers, has plain horizontal railing, and is approached by a flight of five wooden steps. 
(This porch was rebuilt in the late 1980s, replacing an earlier facade-wide twentieth-
century porch, with hip roof and chamfered posts.) The basement foundation of the 
south facade is lighted by three 3/3 double-hung-sash windows, in first, third and fifth 
bays. 

While it is clear that there was always a porch on the south facade, its exact 
configuration is not known; similar period houses from locations south of Maryland 
feature both entry porches and facade-wide porches raised on high piers or foundations, 
and sometimes allowing entrance to the lower story beneath or beside the porch. 

The Clagett House gives clear evidence of early architectural workmanship. 
Structural members are visible at the top of the brick foundation on each side of the 
south porch; in these locations it is possible to see the carpenter's locational marks 
incised in the ends of the first floor joists, studs and downbraces. Other structural 
members, once visible in the basement and shallow loft space, are all made from hand-
hewn lumber: heavy joists, roughly 12" square in section, joined to the plate by wooden 
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pegs in mortise and tenon joints.1 

A plain shed-roof porch shelters the entire north (rear) elevation, accessible by a 
centered flight of seven wooden steps. Rear entrance to the upper story is through a 
central eight-panel door that has a three-pane transom but no sidelights. Three openings 
pierce the brick basement foundation beneath the porch: 3/3 double-hung-sash windows 
in the first two bays, and a door in the fifth bay. This batten door is the only exterior 
opening into the lower story. 

The brick foundation rises to a height of more than five feet above grade, and is 
laid in 5:1 American bond. Each of the east and west walls of the foundation is lighted 
by two 3/3 double-hung-sash windows. The two windows in the east foundation are 
symmetrically located, while those in the west are not, providing light from both west 
windows into the northwesterly basement space (kitchen). All openings have plain, 
narrow board surrounds, and there are no shutters. 

Four tall interior chimneys rise from the shallow hipped roof: tall parged brick 
stacks arranged slightly asymmetrically on each side of the central hallway . They serve 
fireplaces located in the interior walls of the four corner parlors. The slightly wider 
northwest chimney also serves a large cooking fireplace in that quadrant of the basement 
space. The roof is covered with dark asphalt shingle, and the cornices are of plain 
board. 

Interior ' 

The interior of the house consists of a central passage that gives access to two 
spaces on each side, both in the basement level and in the living level above it. There is 
a modest one-run, closed-string stair at the north end of the central basement passage. It 
rises to the north against the east wall of the passage; it has a plain, slim tapered-
rectangular newel mitred to a plain railing, and plain rectangular balusters. This stair 
went out of use more than a generation ago when the opening into the upper level was 
structurally closed. (A kitchen counter has been built into the space where that opening 
once was.) 

The northwesterly space of the basement was the original kitchen, as evidenced 
by the large fireplace with heavy hewn lintel. This is the largest space in the basement 
level, and receives light from both of the windows (which are offset, asymmetrically, in 
order to provide the kitchen light) in the west foundation. In the other three corner 
spaces, relieving arches have been built into the interior walls, supporting the hearths 

Reported by previous occupant, 1985. 
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above them. The southeast space has been fitted up for food storage, and shelves have 
been built into and on each side of the arch. Interior walls of these basement spaces 
show evidence of several coatings of plaster, much of which has worn off to reveal the 
brick behind it. Large areas of ceiling plaster have fallen, revealing the hand-split lath 
above. 

On the upper level, the central passage is divided into two unequal spaces, the 
northern part of which has been fitted up as a kitchen. A sink and counter have been 
built along the_ northeastern wall of this space over the original opening of the stair to 
the basement level. The two easterly parlors (15'10" by 17'10") are connected by a tall 
double door centered in the partition wall; each leaf of this double door has four molded 
panels. Plain wooden mantels survive at the fireplaces of the two westerly parlors; they 
have plain shelves and friezes, and each flanking plain wide pilaster is detailed only 
with a projecting base. The narrow molding beneath the shelves of these wooden 
mantels may be replacement material. The fireplace in the northeast parlor has been 
structurally closed, and there is no mantel. The mantel in the southeast parlor is unusual 
and interesting. It consists of an iron frame with a wide flared arch above the frieze. 
Inset into the frieze and pilasters of this iron frame are panels of clear glass. In the 
frieze are inset five panels of glass: a central broad pointed-arch panel, flanked on each 
side by a horizontal panel, with a square panel at each end. In each of the pilasters is 
inset a pointed-arch glass panel. These seven glass panels cover what appears to be 
grained dark slate behind them. The lower end of the pilasters consists of heavy squared 
bases of iron. All of the surface of the mantel, both iron and glass, has been covered 
with white paint, but the paint it is wearing off to show the dark gray slate behind the 
glass and the rusting surface of the iron frame. 

All doors and windows are framed with plain board surrounds and 
unornamented cornerblocks; baseboards are of plain wide board. In the westerly 
parlors, small closets have been built in adjoining the chimney breasts; they are 
probably original. An opening in the plaster ceiling reveals a very shallow loft area, 
with no access or space for storage; in several spaces a modern dropped ceiling has been 
installed. A few deteriorating sections of wall plaster reveal original hand-split lath as 
well as circular-sawn replacement lath. 

Settim 

The Clagett House stands prominently on a knoll overlooking Clagett Landing 
Road. Directly north of the house is a brick-lined well, and approximately 300 feet to' 
the northeast of the house, hidden in a thick copse of trees, is the family burial ground. 
To east and west of the house, on lower ground, are cultivated fields. Behind the house, 
to the north, the area is wooded. Several mature trees frame the house on north and 
south: several large oaks, and a large holly, as well as smaller younger trees. 
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The only surviving farm buildings appear to be of the twentieth century. There is 
a large tobacco barn on higher ground northwest of the house, and another at the edge 
of a cultivated field to the east. A smaller gambrel-roof storage barn stands approxi­
mately 300 feet west of the house. There are two small domestic outbuildings (a privy 
and a small storage shed) directly "east of the house. 
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William D. Clagett home: "We called at Mrs. William D. Clagett's where Lou Allen 
was, and where I have always wanted to go. I could realize for the first time some of 
Lou's enthusiastic love and admiration for this part of the country. The very look of the 
country is pleasanter, freer than down here, where they live only to make money. Mrs. 
Clagett was motherly and kind as ever, Maggie sweet and lively, and we pursued our 
way into an adjoining county over a half-ruined bridge over the Patuxent into the next-
county, Anne Arundel."13 

After the upheaval of the Civil War, Clagett, like many other planters in the 
County, found himself heavily in debt. In 1865, he mortgaged his 297-acre Cool Spring 
Manor farm (including his house) to James Owens of Anne Arundel County in order to 
secure a loan of $10,000. The property at that time was described as "highly improved 
real estate . . . upon which William D. Clagett now resides . . . . excellent neighborhood 
in Queen Anne District, within one mile of a shipping point on Patuxent River . . . 
Improvements consist of a substantial dwelling, stabling, tobacco houses and other 
necessary buildings."14 

Clagett was unable to repay the loan; Owens brought suit in the Equity Court, 
and the Clagett farm was offered at public sale. James Owens' bid of $8000 for the 
297-acre farm was the highest bid, and the farm was sold to Owens in May 1871.15 

William D. Clagett had written his will in October 1868, and at that time 
indicated that he wished to devise his farm to his wife, Mary Ann, and their daughter 
Margaret. His will, however, indicated that it was his intention to sell the farm, and by 
the time of his death, the farm had indeed been sold to James Owens. Clagett indicated 
in his will his desire to be "buried in the family grave yard on my estate . . .-. and it shall 
be used hereafter if desired by any of the members of my family or by any of the 
members of the families of either of my sisters or by the members of the family of my 

13 Letter written by Sarah Hagar to Kate Hagar, 4 June 1860, in the special collections of 
the University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont. Lou Allen, a friend of Sarah Hagar, had 
worked as governess in the William D. Clagett household. Maggie, about 20 years old in 1860, 
was the only child of William D. Clagett and his second wife, Mary Ann Bowie. Sarah Hagar 
was comparing the countryside at Cool Spring Manor with the countryside near Weston, just 
seven miles to the southwest, near Upper Marlboro. The "half-ruined bridge" was at Queen 
Anne, the principal Patuxent River crossing point in this immediate area. 

14 Prince George's County Land Record (mortgage) FS#3:13; Prince Georgian 
(newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro), 8 September 1865 

• 15 Prince George's County Equity #788. 
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friend and relative, William B. Bowie."16 Although it has not been absolutely 
established, it is assumed that Clagett (and possibly his wife and daughter, Margaret) 
were buried on the subject property. The only surviving gravestone in the burial ground 
is that of Clagett's niece, Eleanor Ann Clark Darnall. 

Although James Owens took possession of and operated the Clagett farm, he _ . 
apparently never received a legal deed for the land. He continued to reside in Anne 
Arundel County and operate several other farms there. He died in June 1895, and 
management of the Clagett farm fell to his son, Edward R. Owens. Because the elder 
Owens had not received a deed, his heirs had to take the case to court in order to 
accomplish the disposition of his estate. Through these court proceedings, we have 
additional information about the property in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.17 

In order to effect disposition of James Owen's property, his sons (James W. 
Owens and Edward R. Owens) took the case to Anne Arundel County Equity Court. 
The Court appointed two trustees to sell Owens' five farms, two of which were in 
Prince George's County; one of those two was Clagett's Cool Spring Manor farm. The 
sale of this farm was to take place 2 September 1902; it was advertised as follows: 

" In Queen Anne District, Prince George's County, 297 acres adjoining 
Samuel Brook, Mrs. Ellen Howard, and Goodwood, formerly of Charles 
Carter. 

"There is a good frame dwelling with comfortable basement rooms and large 
kitchen on the property, also 3 large tobacco barns, corn house and granary. 
There are 60 acres of wood and timber on the place, and 2 springs of good 
water carried off by ditches. Soil is principally of loam and produces 
excellent crops of tobacco, corn and vegetables, and it is well adapted to 
growth of all kinds of fruit. Approximately 3 miles from Hall and Leland (sic) 
Stations on Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, 1/2 mile from Patuxent 
River, and 16 miles from Washington with good wagon road leading to 
that city. Approximately 6 miles from Upper Marlboro in Prince George's 
County. The fencing is mostly of wire and in fairly good condition."18 

16 Unprobated will of William D. Clagett, 30 October 1868, in the private collection of 
papers of the Clark and Bowie families of Melwood Farm. (See E.G. Bowie, op.cit., pp. 285-6) 

17 Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 

18 Advertisement in Maryland Republican (newspaper printed in Annapolis) and Prince 
George's Enquirer (newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro) for four weeks prior to sale, 2 
September 1902. See also Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. Samuel Brook farmed the land 
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Another advertisement for the same sale, printed as a broadside, included the 
same information as. well as the somewhat ambiguous description of the house: "a good 
frame dwelling with comfortable basement rooms and a large kitchen with two rooms 
above it."19 The sale took place as scheduled in September 1902, and the 297-acre 
Clagett farm was sold to the same Edward R. Owens who had been managing the farm 
since the time of his father's death in 1895. By order of the Court the 30-year-old 
foreclosure of Clagett's mortgage was confirmed, and the property was legally conveyed 
to James Owens' son.20 

Edward R. Owens continued to operate the farm and live in the Clagett family 
house until his death in 1917. His will devised "my farm where I now reside called 
Cool Spring Manor containing 297 acres . . . and all stock and farming implements, 
household furniture and growing or matured crops" to his niece, Maria Owens Hill. 
Maria Hill and her family lived in Hyattsville, but continued to manage the farm; in 
1947, it passed, through Maria Hill's will, to her daughter, Helen Hill Schindler, who 
sold the farm to the present owner in 1961.21 Since the death of Edward Owens in 1917, 
the historic Clagett property has been farmed by tenants, as it is still. 

Today only the dwelling survives from the original complex of nineteenth-
century buildings. Three early twentieth-century barns and several small later 
outbuildings complete the present farm complex. The family burial ground is now 
hidden in a thick copse of trees to the northeast of the house. The dwelling itself stands 
prominently on the knoll, overlooking Clagett Landing Road. It has been unoccupied 
for several years and is steadily deteriorating, but appears to be structurally sound. The 
Clagett House is a plain but solid example of domestic architecture which is unexpected 
in this area. In form, it departs drastically from the region's more traditional modest 
plantation houses of the period, but it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type 
found frequently in the deep south. There is no other building of its type in Prince 

south of the Clagett's property, also part of Cool Spring Manor (see PG#74B-16); Ellen Howard, 
William D. Clagett's daughter by his first marriage, lived on the farm immediately east of the 
Clagett property; Goodwood, one of the large plantations of the Calvert family, had been the 
home of Eugenia Calvert, wife of Charles Carter, and was located to the west of the Clagett 
property (see PG#74B-14). All of these farms fronted on the road to Clagett's and Brooke's 
Landing. 

19 Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 

20 Ibid 

21 Prince George's County Wills GPH#1:295, WEC#2:481; Administration files =2839, 
#8803; Prince George's County Deeds #1549:414, 417; #2521:123. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Ko. PG#74B - 1 5 

STATE HISTORIC SITES'INVENTORY FORM 
c*.--,. c a- •£• / -• A\ Section 8 Page 
•statement or Significance (continued) ° 

George's County, and scarcely any in Maryland - no truly comparable examples have 
been identified in the southern counties (Calvert, Charles and Saint Mary's), and only 
Arden in Anne Arundel County (of similar period, but without the high basement) 
exhibits features similar to those of the subject house. 

The uniqueness of the Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor makes it 
outstandingly important in the social, cultural and architectural history of Prince 
George's County. 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey: PG#74B-15 Building Date: circa 1840 

Building Name: Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor 

Location: 17610 Clagett Landing Road, Upper Marlboro, MP 20774 

Private/Residence/Unoccupied/Fair/Inaccessible 
Description 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open farmland above and 
west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. It is a one-story house of wood frame 
construction that rests on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof and four tall interior 
chimneys. The Clagett House is five bays by two, approximately 42 by 32 feet; the horizontal 
board siding is covered with patterned gray asphalt shingle. The principal elevation is the five-bay 
south facade; entrance is in the central bay, through an eight-panel door with three-pane transom 
and sidelights over wainscot panels. A shed-roof porch shelters the entrance. The flanking 
windows are 6/6-double-hung-sash, and have plain board surrounds. The brick foundation rises to 
a height of more than five feet above grade, and is laid in 5:1 American bond. The interior of the 
house consists of a central passage that gives access to two spaces on each side, both in the 
basement level and in the living level above it. There is a large kitchen in the basement, and four 
living spaces on the floor above it. The two easterly parlors are connected by a tall double door. 
Plain wooden mantels survive at the two westerly parlors; the iron-framed mantel in the southeast 
parlor is unusual and interesting. There is a family burial ground near the house, as well as two 
20th-century tobacco barns near the cultivated fields. 

Significance 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is the only known example of its type in Prince 
George's County. It resembles a house form commonly found in the deep South in the early 
nineteenth century. It was built by William Digges Clagett circa 1840 on part of the Cool Spring 
Manor tract which he had received from his father, Joseph White Clagett. Clagett maintained a 
successful plantation here until he lost the land after the Civil War. The farm was acquired and 
operated by the Owens family until 1917; since that time it has been cultivated as a tenant farm. 
The Clagett House is a plain but solid example of domestic architecture which is unexpected in 
this area. In form, it departs drastically from the region's more traditional modest plantation 
houses of the period, but it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a representative southern 
type. There is no other building of its type in Prince George's County, and scarcely any in 
Maryland; its uniqueness makes it outstandingly important in the County's social, cultural and 
architectural history. 

Acreage: 250.15 acres 
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The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open farmland 
above and west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. It is a one-story house of 
wood frame construction that rests on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof 
and four tall interior chimneys. It resembles houses commonly found in the deep South: 
roughly square, with hip roof, usually with prominent porches, and with the lower level 
mostly below grade. In the more modest of the Southern versions, there is only one 
story above the basement; this is also the case with this unique Prince George's County 
example. 

Exterior 

The Clagett House is five bays by two, approximately 42 by 32 feet. It has a 
shallow hipped roof, and rises one-and-one-half stories above grade, much of the lower 
level being below grade. The horizontal board siding is now covered with patterned 
gray asphalt shingle (installed after .195 8). The siding of the west elevation has been 
replaced by circular-sawn boards, but the original bevelled boards survive on the south 
facade, attached with some rosehead, and some cut nails. 

The principal elevation is the five-bay south facade. Entrance is in the central 
bay, through an eight-panel door with three-pane transom and four-pane sidelights, each 
of which is actually a narrow 2/2 double-hung-sash window over a wainscot panel. The 
flanking windows are 6/6-double-hung-sash; they retain the original plain board 
surrounds with inner bead, and oak sills. 

Sheltering the entrance is a recent shed-roof porch across the second and third 
bays of the south facade; it is supported by tall brick piers, has plain horizontal railing, 
and is approached by a flight of five wooden steps. (This porch was rebuilt in the late 
1980s, replacing an earlier facade-wide twentieth-century porch, with hip roof and 
chamfered posts.) The basement foundation of the south facade is lighted by three 3/3 
double-hung-sash windows, in first, third and fifth bays. 

Structural evidence makes it clear that the original porch sheltered the entire 
south facade; trim of the three south basement windows is in good condition, having 
been protected by the porch; also, at 10-foot intervals at the top of the brick foundation, 
there are pockets to hold the porch floor supports. Similar period houses from locations 
south of Maryland feature both entry porches and facade-wide porches raised on high 
piers or foundations, and sometimes allowing entrance to the lower story beneath or 
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beside the porch. In this Prince George's County example, there is no entrance to the 
lower level in the principal elevation. 

The Clagett House gives clear evidence of early architectural workmanship. 
Structural members are visible at the top of the brick foundation on each side of the " • 
south porch. In these locations it is possible to see the carpenter's locational marks 
incised in the ends of the first floor joists, studs and downbraces; it is also possible to 
see in these locations the brick nogging. Other structural members, once visible in the 
basement an'd shallow loft space, are all made from hand-hewn lumber: heavy joists, 
roughly 12" square in section, joined to the plate by wooden pegs in mortise and tenon 
joints.1 

A plain shed-roof porch shelters the entire north (rear) elevation, accessible by a 
centered flight of seven wooden steps. Rear entrance to the upper story is through a 
central eight-panel door that has a three-pane transom but no sidelights. The transoms 
of both south and north doors are hinged, and could be opened to provide cross-
ventilation. Three openings pierce the brick basement foundation beneath the porch: 3/3 
double-hung-sash windows in the first two bays, and a door in the fifth bay. This batten 
door is the only exterior opening into the.lower story. 

The brick foundation rises to a height of more than five feet above grade, and is 
laid in 5:1 American bond. The foundation wall is corbelled out, at least three courses, 
at the base of the foundation. Each of the east and west walls of the foundation is 
lighted by two 3/3 double-hung-sash windows. The two windows in the east foundation 
are symmetrically located, while those in the west are not, providing light from both 
west windows into the northwesterly basement space (kitchen). All openings have 
plain, narrow board surrounds, and there are no shutters. 

Four tall interior chimneys rise from the shallow hipped roof: tall parged brick 
stacks arranged slightly asymmetrically on each side of the central hallway. The two 
northerly chimneys are slightly closer to the ridge. The four chimneys serve fireplaces 
located in the interior walls of the four corner parlors. The two northerly chimneys each 
serve two fireplaces, while the two southerly chimneys each serve only one. All four 
chimneys, however, have two flues, suggesting that the builder may have contemplated 
building an additional story. The roof is covered with dark asphalt shingle. The cornices 
are of plain board, and retain their original moldings; the soffit also is original, and is 
fixed with cut nails. 

Interior 

Reported by previous occupant, 1985. 
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The interior of the house consists of a central passage that gives access to two 
spaces on each side, both in the basement level and in the living level above it. There is 
a modest one-run, closed-string stair at the north end of the central basement passage. It 
rises to the north against the east wall of the passage; it has a plain, slim tapered-
rectangular newel mitred to a plain railing, and the plain rectangular balusters are nailed 
into the subrail, without gains. The stringboard is 16" wide. This stair went out of use 
more than a generation ago when the opening into the upper level was structurally 
closed. (A kitchen counter has been built into the space where that opening once was.) 

The northwesterly space of the basement was the original kitchen, as evidenced 
by the large fireplace with heavy hewn lintel. This is the largest space in the basement 
level, and receives light from both of the windows (which are offset, asymmetrically, in 
order to provide the kitchen light) in the west foundation. Patches of the original brick 
flooring are evident. Accessible from the kitchen is a small pantry in the southwest 
space. Into its east (interior) wall a relieving has been built to support the hearth above. 
There is also a pass-through "window" connecting this pantry with the adjoining south-
central storage room. This storage room shows evidence that it was originally fitted out 
with shelves. 

From several pieces of architectural evidence, it is clear that the two spaces to 
the east of the basement stairhall were intended for domestic family use, and not for 
work space. The northeast room had a fireplace (now closed) in its west (interior) wall, 
and must have been used as a sitting room. The southeast room has no fireplace (as in 
the southwest space, its interior wall has a relieving arch to support the hearth above it), 
but is fitted out with three built-in clothes cupboards, one actually built into the 
relieving arch. This southeast basement room was certainly a summer bed chamber. 
Both of these two easterly basement rooms show evidence that they once had 
baseboards, and wood floors circa 12" above the present earth floor. Also, the door and 
window trim in the two easterly rooms and stairhall are very slightly more formal than 
in the kitchen, pantry and storage room: plain board in the latter, plain board with inner 
bead in the former. 

Interior walls of these basement spaces show evidence of several coatings of 
plaster, much of which has worn off to reveal the brick behind it. Large areas of ceiling 
plaster have fallen, revealing circular-sawn lath installed with cut nails. Ceiling height 
in the basement level is approximately 8' 8". 

On the upper level, the central passage is divided into two unequal spaces, the 
northern part of which has been fitted up as a kitchen. A sink and counter have been 
built along the northeastern wall of this space over the original opening of the stair to 
the basement level. The two easterly parlors (15'10" by 17'10") are connected by a tall 
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(9') double door centered in the partition wall.2 Each leaf of this double door has four 
molded panels, and each hangs from a Baldwin hinge, with screws and a fixed pin. 
Plain wooden mantels survive at the fireplaces of the two westerly parlors; they have 
plain shelves and friezes, and each flanking plain wide pilaster is detailed only with a 
projecting base. The narrow molding beneath the shelves of these wooden mantels may 
be replacement material. The fireplace in the northeast parlor has been structurally 
closed, and there is no mantel. 

The hiantel in the southeast parlor is unusual and interesting. It consists of an 
iron frame with a wide flared arch above the frieze. Inset into the frieze and pilasters of 
this iron frame are panels of clear glass. In the frieze are inset five panels of glass: a 
central broad pointed-arch panel, flanked on each side by a horizontal panel, with a 
square panel at each end. In each of the pilasters is inset a pointed-arch glass panel. 
Through these seven glass panels, one can see panels of faux marble, dark slate 
artistically painted to replicate the grain of marble. The lower end of the pilasters 
consists of heavy squared bases of iron. All of the surface of the mantel, both iron and 
glass, has been covered with white paint, but the paint it is wearing off to show the dark 
grained slate behind.the glass and the rusting surface of the iron frame. 

All doors and windows are framed with plain board surrounds with inner bead, 
and unornamented cornerblocks; the surrounds are very slightly more formal than the 
family spaces in the basement level in that they have a narrow inset just inside the bead. 
Baseboards are of plain wide board. In the westerly parlors, small closets have been 
built in adjoining the chimney breasts; they are probably original. Ceiling heights are 
approximately 11'3". An opening in the part of the plaster ceiling reveals a very shallow 
loft area, with no access or space for storage; in several spaces a modern dropped ceiling 
has been installed. A few deteriorating sections of wall plaster reveal both hand-split 
and circular-sawn lath. 

Setting 

The Clagett House stands prominently on a knoll overlooking Clagett Landing 
Road. Directly north of the house is a brick-lined well, and approximately 300 feet to 
the northeast of the house, hidden in a thick copse of trees, is the family burial ground. 
To east and west of the house, on lower ground, are cultivated fields. Behind the house, 
to the north, the area is wooded. Several mature trees frame the house on north and 
south: there are 2 large hollies south of the house, a large locust to the north, and 
junipers and oaks to the east, as well as smaller younger trees. 

2 Other paneled doors in the upper level are 7 feet high. 

Survey No. PG#74B - 15 
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S e c t i o n 7 P a g e 
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The only surviving farm buildings appear to be of the twentieth century. There 
is a large gable-roof tobacco barn on higher ground northwest of the house; it has 
vertical-board siding and a standing-seam metal roof, and a small stripping shed is 
attached to its east gable end. A similar tobacco barn (without stripping shed) stands at 
the edge of a cultivated field to the east. A smaller gambrel-roof bam stands 
approximately 300 feet west of the house; it has vertical board siding, and was used for 
livestock. North of the house, beyond the well, is a small board-and-batten chicken 
shed, and just east of it, a small gable-roof storage shed of concrete block. Further to 
the north, a wire fence encloses what appears to be an open loitering shed. There are 
two small domestic outbuildings (a privy and a small storage shed) directly east of the 
house. 
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South facade from southeast June 1998 

North elevation from northeast June 1998 
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South entrance June 1998 
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Mantel in southeast parlor June 1998 
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and/or 
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Level of S ign i f i cance : 
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_A _B C __D E F G 

n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f icance and a general s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
support . 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is the only known example in Prince 
George's County of a house type similar to early nineteenth-century dwellings of the 
deep south. The house stands on a knoll in open farmland above and west of the 
Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. It is a one-story house of wood frame 
construction, resting on a high brick basement; it has a shallow hip roof and four tall 
interior chimneys. 

The Clagett House resembles a house form commonly found in Georgia, South 
Carolina, Virginia, Louisiana and other southern states in the early nineteenth century: 
roughly square, with hip roof, usually with prominent porches, and with the lower level 
mostly below grade. The substantial houses of wealthy planters were often built of 
brick and had two stories above the high basement. More modest versions had only one 
story above the basement, and were often built of wood. 

The subject house was built by William Digges Clagett circa 1840 on land which 
he had received from his father, Joseph White Clagett. The elder Clagett had inherited 
this property in 1779 from his grandfather, Samuel White; the property consisted of 
circa 450 acres of "White's Adventure," which had been resurveyed out of a larger tract, 
the 1050-acre Cool Spring Manor.1 Joseph White Clagett built his own two-story frame 
house on his inherited property after the American Revolution; it was listed as "new" at 

1 Prince George's County Will T#l :114. In 1754, "White's Adventure" had been 
resurveyed out of the earlier and larger Cool Spring Manor tract, which itself had been patented 
for 1050 acres in 1658. Although White's, and then Clagett's, property was technically known as 
"White's Adventure," it was still referred to most often thereafter as "part of Cool Spring 
Manor." 
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the time of the 1798 Federal Direct Tax.2 It is not known exactly where Joseph White 
Clagett's house stood; it has not survived. 

In 1782, soon after he inherited his uncle's property, Joseph White Clagett 
married Eleanor Digges of Melwood Park. Their son William Digges Clagett, born 
circa 1790, would eventually receive from his father the subject property. William 
Digges Clagett was raised, with his three sisters, on his father's 500-acre plantation at 
White's Adventure; this fertile area was bordered by larger plantations of the Calvert 
family, about one-half mile from the Patuxent River. There were several nearby 
landings on the Patuxent, known over the years as Oyster Shell Landing, Wootton's 
Landing, Clagett's Landing and Brooks Landing; the Clagett farm was located just 
about half-way between the bridge at Queen Anne (to the north) and the ferry at Mount 
Pleasant (to the south). In 1808 a new road was built, connecting the Clagett farm to 
Queen Anne, thus providing for the Clagett family easier access to that port town and its 
bridge to Anne Arundel County.3 

William Digges Clagett remained on his father's property near Queen Anne, 
operating their small plantation. He was apparently a man of wide interests; in 1816, he 
was one of a group of men of the Upper Marlborough area who formed and 
incorporated the Philomanthanean Society of Upper Marlboro, its purpose being to 
promote literature and science, and to support the establishment of a public library and a 
free school.4 In 1819, William Clagett married Sarah Young, only daughter of Nicholas 
Young of Piscataway. The couple continued to live on the White's Adventure property, 
probably in the house where Clagett had grown up. William and Sarah Clagett had one 
daughter, Eleanor, born in 1824 shortly before Sarah Clagett died.5 

Joseph White Clagett made sure that his only son would continue to operate his 
ancestral plantation. In April 1828 he wrote his will, devising the land on which he 
"now resides and all contiguous land" (circa 520 acres) to his son, William D. Clagett, 

2 Federal Direct Tax for Prince George's County, Patuxent Hundred, 1798; Microfilm 
#865, Maryland State Archives, Annapolis. 

3Prince George's County Levy Court Records, 1808; R. L. Van Horn, Out of the Past, 
Prince George's County Historical Society, 1976, p. 246. 

4 Acts of the General Assembly 1816, Chapter 146, Chapter 268. 

5 National Intelligencer, 24 April 1819, 9 April 1825. In 1840, Ellen, daughter of 
William D. and Sarah Clagett, married Dr. Joseph Howard; the Howards took up residence on a 
farm immediately east of the Clagetts', possibly on the site of Joseph White Clagett's eighteenth-
century house. 
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and on the same day confirmed this legacy by legal deed. William D. Clagett, in turn, 
promised to give to his father all profits and proceeds from the plantation for the rest of 
his father's life. Joseph W. Clagett lived another two years, dying in May of 1830.6 

Just two months before Joseph Clagett devised and conveyed the plantation to 
his son, William D. Clagett married for a second time. William D. Clagett's second" 
marriage united him, in February 1828, with Mary Ann Bowie, daughter of Colonel 
Thomas Bowie of "War Park" (later known as Parthenon Heights) in Bladensburg. One 
daughter, Margaret, was born of this union.7 

It was possibly soon after his second marriage, and his inheritance of the family 
plantation, that William D. Clagett began the building of the subject house. His 
property was designated "first class" in the 1832 tax assessment, but architectural details 
suggest a building date of 1840 or slightly later."8 The plan and design of the new house 
was very unusual for Prince George's County in that it followed a form much more 
common in the deep south. In such houses, both family spaces and working spaces are 
enclosed within a high basement, keeping them cooler in hot weather. In the true 
southern examples, the hip roof usually had steeper planes, and often enclosed usable 
loft space lighted by dormers. The larger plantation houses normally had more than one 
story above the basement, providing protection from the heat and sun to the principal • 
first story. In this unique Prince George's County example, there is only one story 
above the basement, and the hip roof has a very shallow pitch and encloses no usable 
loft space. It has not been determined how William D. Clagett came to choose such a 
house form, possibly after travel in the more southern states. And it is possible that he 
was limited in the size of the house he might build, and decided that in the more 
temperate Maryland location, the insulating space of a deeper loft would not be 
necessary. The extra chimney flues suggest that he may have planned an additional 
upper story. In any case, this small house became his family home, with a large working 
kitchen beneath the westerly parlors, and those two westerly parlors probably serving as 
bed chambers. The two easterly parlors, connected by a double door, certainly served as 
the entertaining and dining space, and the two easterly basement spaces served as 
summer bedroom and parlor. 

6 Prince George's County Will TT#1:459; Prince George's County Deed AB#5:186. 

7 Marriage license records, Prince George's County; see also Bowie, E.G., Across the 
Years in Prince George's County, 1950, reprinted 1975, page 284. 

8 Prince George's County Tax Assessment for Election District 3, 1832 and 1842; verbal 
report on site inspection by Andrew Wallace and Daniel Filippelli. A significant increase in the 
assessed value of the property in the 1842 tax assessment may indicate construction of the house 
at that time. 
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The most noticeable visual feature of the exterior is the configuration of the 
chimneys: four tall interior chimneys serving the fireplaces in the interior walls of the 
four parlors. The combination of the high basement, shallow roof pitch, tall chimneys, 
and the siting of the house 20 feet above the road, give the house an unusual, almost 
truncated appearance. 

William D. Clagett was actively involved in County and community 
improvements. In 1826 he was appointed one of the commissioners of the lottery to 
raise funds for cleaning out the creeks leading to and from Upper Marlboro and Queen 
Anne; his neighbor William Wells, who operated a plantation immediately to the south 
on another part of Cool Spring Manor, worked with Clagett in these efforts.9 In 1845 
Clagett was appointed lumber inspector for four points on the Patuxent River: Clagett's 
Landing, Queen Anne, Mount Calvert and Green Landing.10 Clagett's Landing was at 
that time one of the smaller landings on the Patuxent, about a half mile northeast of 
Clagett's plantation, on the road which had been established in 1808 between the 
plantation and the town of Queen Anne. 

During the second quarter of the nineteenth century, Clagett gradually increased 
the acreage of his plantation to over 700 acres, operated by a labor force of more than 40 
slaves. The farm production was devoted mostly to livestock and tobacco. Clagett kept 
a larger than average number of sheep and swine, and maintained a correspondingly 
larger production of wool and hams. His production of tobacco was also relatively 
high, compared to other plantationso fo the area, until the beginning of the Civil War.11 

Through his mother, William D. Clagett was connected with the Digges family 
of Melwood Park as well as the related Clark family of Melwood Farm; in'fact, William 
D. Clagett held a partial interest in the 550-acre Melwood Farm in trust for his sister's 
two daughters, Eleanor Ann Clark and Ann Hall Clark. Various papers in the private 
collection of Clark family descendants indicate that members of the Clark family 
resided at some times with the Clagett family at Cool Spring. The family burial ground 
at Cool Spring Manor (a very short distance from the subject house) was also the burial 
place for members of the Clark family; at least one of their members, Eleanor Ann 
Clark, was buried at Cool Spring Manor when she died in 1834, only a few months after 

9 Act of the General Assembly, 1825, Chapter 209; see also Maryland Inventory Form 
#74B-16a (William Wells House at Cool Spring Manor). 

10 Act of the General Assembly, 1845, Chapter 171 

11 Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 1832-1850; Prince George's County Land 
Records AB#7:25, JBB#4:195, JBB#5:120; Federal Census Records (Agricultural Schedules) for 
Prince George's County, Maryland, Enumeration Districts 3 and 7,1850,1860, 1870. 
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her marriage to Nicholas Darnall. William D. Clagett continued to hold an interest in 
Melwood Farm until 1836, when his younger niece, Ann Hall Clark, came of age.12 

A brief mention of the Clagett house at Cool Spring Manor occurs in the 
correspondence of Sarah Hagar, a young Vermont woman who served from 1854 to 
1861 as governess to the children of Thomas Clagett of Weston, a distant cousin of " ' 
William D. Clagett. In a letter dated 4 June 1860, Sarah Hagar described a visit to the 
William D. Clagett home: "We called at Mrs. William D. Clagett's where Lou Allen 
was, and where I have always.wanted to go. I could realize for the first time some of 
Lou's enthusiastic love and admiration for this part of the country. The very look of the 
country is pleasanter, freer than down here, where they live only to make money. Mrs. 
Clagett was motherly and kind as ever, Maggie sweet and lively, and we pursued our 
way into an adjoining county over a half-ruined bridge over the Patuxent into the next 
county, Anne Arundel."13 

In the tumultuous period before the outbreak of the Civil War, William D. 
Clagett continued to be active in the Queen Anne community. In 1857 and 1858, he 
chaired a committee for the purpose of establishing Negro Patrols, to monitor activities 
of blacks in the Queen Anne area, and to guard against "insurrection." In 1860 he 
chaired a committee to form a military company at Queen Anne. M 

After the upheaval of the Civil War, Clagett, like many other planters in the 
County, found himself heavily in debt. In 1865, he mortgaged his 297-acre Cool Spring 
Manor farm (including his house) to James Owens of Anne Arundel County in order to 
secure a loan of $10,000. The property at that time was described as "highly improved 
real estate . . . upon which William D. Clagett now resides . . . . excellent neighborhood 
in Queen Anne District, within one mile of a shipping point on Patuxent River . . . 
Improvements consist of a substantial dwelling, stabling, tobacco houses and other 

12 Bowie, E.G., op.cit., pages 212, 282-287. 

13 Letter written by Sarah Hagar to Kate Hagar, 4 June 1860, in the special collections of 
the University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont. Lou Allen, a friend of Sarah Hagar, had 
worked as governess in the William D. Clagett household. Maggie, about 20 years old in 1860, 
was the only child of William D. Clagett and his second wife, Mary Ann Bowie. Sarah Hagar 
was comparing the countryside at Cool Spring Manor with the countryside near Weston, just 
seven miles to the southwest, near Upper Marlboro. The "half-ruined bridge" was at Queen 
Anne, the principal Patuxent River crossing point in this immediate area. 

14 Planters' Advocate and Southern Maryland Advertiser, 1 January 1857, 20 January 
1858, 15 February 1860. 
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Clagett was unable to repay the loan; Owens brought suit in the Equity Court, 
and the Clagett farm was offered at public sale. James Owens' bid of $8000 for the 
297-acre farm was the highest bid, and the farm was sold to Owens in May 1871,16 

William D. Clagett had written his will in October 1868, and at that time 
indicated that he wished to devise his farm to his wife, Mary Ann, and their daughter 
Margaret. His will, however, indicated that it was his intention to sell the farm, and by 
the time of his death, the farm had indeed been sold to James Owens. Clagett indicated 
in his will his desire to be "buried in the family grave yard on my estate . . . . and it shall 
be used hereafter if desired by any of the members of my family or by any of the 
members of the families of either of my sisters or by the members of the family of my 
friend and relative, William B. Bowie."17 Although it has not been absolutely 
established, it is assumed that Clagett (and possibly his wife and daughter, Margaret) 
were buried on the subject property. The only surviving gravestone in the burial ground 
is that of Clagett's niece, Eleanor Ann Clark Darnall. 

Although James Owens took possession of and operated the Clagett farm, he 
apparently never received a legal deed for the land. He continued to reside in Anne 
Arundel County and operate several other farms there. He died in June 1895, and 
management of the Clagett farm fell to his son, Edward R. Owens. Because the elder 
Owens had not received a deed, his heirs had to take the case to court in order to 
accomplish the disposition of his estate. Through these court proceedings, we have 
additional information about the property in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.18 

In order to effect disposition of James Owen's property, his sons (James W. 
Owens and Edward R. Owens) took the case to Anne Arundel County Equity Court. 
The Court appointed two trustees to sell Owens' five farms, two of which were in 
Prince George's County; one of those two was Clagett's Cool Spring Manor farm. The 
sale of this farm was to take place 2 September 1902; it was advertised as follows: 

15 Prince George's County Land Record (mortgage) FS#3:13; Prince Georgian 
(newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro), 8 September 1865 

16 Prince George's County Equity #788. 

17 Unprobated will of William D. Clagett, 30 October 1868, in the private collection of 
papers of the Clark and Bowie families of Melwood Farm. (See E.G. Bowie, op.cit., pp. 285-6) 

18 Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 
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" In Queen Anne District, Prince George's County, 297 acres adjoining 
Samuel Brook, Mrs. Ellen Howard, and Goodwood, formerly of Charles 
Carter. 

"There is a good frame'dwelling with comfortable basement rooms and large 
kitchen on the property, also 3 large tobacco bams, corn house and granary. 
There are 60 acres of wood and timber on the place, and 2 springs of good 
water carried off by ditches. Soil is principally of loam and produces 
excellent crops of tobacco, corn and vegetables, and it is well adapted to 
growth of all kinds of fruit. Approximately 3 miles from Hall and Leland (sic) 
Stations on Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, 1/2 mile from Patuxent 
River, and 16 miles from Washington with good wagon road leading to 
that city. Approximately 6 miles from Upper Marlboro in Prince George's 
County. The fencing is mostly of wire and in fairly good condition."19 

Another advertisement for the same sale, printed as a broadside, included the 
same information as well as the somewhat ambiguous description of the house: "a good 
frame dwelling with comfortable basement rooms and a large kitchen with two rooms 
above it."20 The sale took place as scheduled in September 1902, and the 297-acre 
Clagett farm was sold to the same Edward R. Owens who had been managing the farm 
since the time of his father's death in 1895. By order of the Court the 30-year-old 
foreclosure of Clagett's mortgage was confirmed, and the property was legally conveyed 
to James Owens' son.21 

Edward R. Owens continued to operate the farm and live in the Clagett family 
house until his death in 1917. Farm production concentrated, as it had during the 
Clagett family operation, on livestock (mainly sheep and swine) and tobacco, with 

19 Advertisement in Maryland Republican (newspaper printed in Annapolis) and Prince 
George's Enquirer (newspaper printed in Upper Marlboro) for four weeks prior to sale, 2 
September 1902. See also Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. Samuel Brook farmed the land 
south of the Clagett's property, also part of Cool Spring Manor (see PG#74B-16); Ellen Howard, 
William D. Clagett's daughter by his first marriage, lived on the farm immediately east of the 
Clagett property; Goodwood, one of the large plantations of the Calvert family, had been the 
home of Eugenia Calvert, wife of Charles Carter, and was located to the west of the Clagett 
property (see PG#74B-14). All of these farms fronted on the road to Clagett's and Brook"s 
Landing. 

20 Anne Arundel County Equity #2356. 

• 21 Ibid 
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additional income from forest produce.22 Owens' will devised "my farm where I now 
reside called Cool Spring Manor containing 297 acres . . . and all stock and farming 
implements, household furniture and growing or matured crops" to his niece, Maria 
Owens Hill. Maria Hill and her family lived in Hyattsville, but continued to manage the 
farm; in 1947, it passed, through Maria Hill's will, to her daughter, Helen Hill 
Schindler, who sold the farm to the present owner in 1961.23 Since the death of Edward 
Owens in 1917, the historic Clagett property has been farmed by tenants, as it is still. 

Today only the dwelling survives from the original complex of nineteenth-
century buildings. Three early twentieth-century barns and several small later 
outbuildings complete the present farm complex. The family burial ground is now 
hidden in a thick copse of trees to the northeast of the house. The dwelling itself stands 
prominently on the knoll, overlooking Clagett Landing Road. It has been unoccupied 
for several years and is steadily deteriorating, but appears to be structurally sound. The 
Clagett House is a plain but solid example of domestic architecture which is unexpected 
in this area. In form, it departs drastically from the region's more traditional modest 
plantation houses of the period, but it embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type 
found frequently in the deep south. There is no other building of its type in Prince 
George's County, and scarcely any in Maryland - no truly comparable examples have 
been identified in the southern counties (Calvert, Charles and Saint Mary's), and only. 
Arden in Anne Arundel County (of similar period, but without the high basement) 
exhibits features similar to those of the subject house. 

The uniqueness of the Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor makes it 
outstandingly important in the social, cultural and architectural history of Prince 
George's County. 

22 Federal Census Records (Agricultural Schedule) for Prince George's County, 
Maryland, Enumeration District 7, 1880. 

23 Prince George's County Wills GPH#1:295, WEC#2:481; Administration files #2839, 
#8803; Prince George's County Deeds #1549:414,417; #2521:123. 
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Southern comparables to PG:74B-15 

Belle Grove (c. 1795), Middletown, Va., resembles other houses influenced by 
Jefferson that were often one story on a raised basement with a small Roman 
portico. In this instance, Jefferson himself gave "the favor of [his] advice on the 
Plan." The formal symmetry of the facade is compromised by the side wing, 
which was added sometime between 1815 and 1820. 
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Similar form in Anne Arundel County 

AA0212-Arden, built 1842. 

Arden, 1842, Harwood v ic in i ty 

Closest para l le l in nearby Maryland; s imi la r form 
but without high basement 
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Southern comparables to 74B-15 

Hahnville, LA, early 19th century 
(Modest example of wood frame construction, 

without the usual Louisiana high basement) 
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One-story example,. Staunton, Va., 1818 

One-story over high basement, Meriwether County, Ga., 1852 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #74B-15 Bui ld ing Date: early 19th century 

Bu i ld ing Name: Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor 

Locat ion: 17610 Clagett landing Road, M i t c h e l l v i l l e , Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Deteriorated/In accessible 

Descr ip t ion: 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knol l in open farmland above 
and west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. I t is a one-and-one-half story 
frame hip-roofed house which rests on a high brick foundation and has four large 
i n t e r i o r chimneys. The p r inc ipa l e levat ion is the f ive-bay south facade. Entrance 
is through an eight-panel door wi th three-pane transom, and four-pane s i d e l i g h t s , 
each of which is actual ly a narrow 2/2 double-hung-sash window over a panelled 
wainscot. The f lank ing windows are 6/6 double-hung-sash, and have p la in board sur­
rounds. The wooden cornice is p la in and boxed. Siding of the housing is now 
covered wi th gray asphalt sh ing le . There is a raised porch (now ruinous) across the 
south facade; i t has chamfered posts and is supported by brick p i e r s . There is a 
s im i la r porch across the north facade; the central eight-panel door of the north 
facade has a three-pane transom but no s i d e l i g h t s . Three openings pierce the br ick 
foundation on the north facade: 3/3 double sash windows in the f i r s t two bays, and 
a door in the f i f t h . Four i n t e r i o r chimneys r ise from the shallow hipped roof : 
t a l l parged brick stacks arranged s l i g h t l y asymmetrically on each side of the cen­
t r a l hal lway. They serve f i rep laces located on the i n t e r i o r walls of the four 
corner rooms. 

S ign i f i cance: 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is an unusual one-and-one-half-story 
h ip- roofed Greek Revival s ty le dwel l ing which is unique in Prince George's County. 
I t was constructed early in the nineteenth century, probably by Wi l l iam D. T lage t t , 
on the p lanta t ion which his fa ther had inher i ted from his grandfather, Samuel White. 
The house i s unusual in that i t s lower story is p a r t i a l l y underground, enclosed by a 
high br ick foundat ion; the upper story is covered by a shallow hipped-roof which 
gives i t a low, almost t runcated, appearance. The house is dist inguished by i t s 
handsome door treatment and i t s four prominent chimneys. I t fol lows a standard 
Georgian f l o o r plan, with central passage and two double par lo rs . The Clagett house 
was b u i l t on the s i t e of and to replace a house described in the 1798 Federal Direct 
Tax assessment as new and in. good repa i r . The Cool Spring p lantat ion remained in 
the Clagett family u n t i l a f te r the C i v i l War, when i t was purchased by James Owens. 
The Owens family held i t u n t i l 1961, but i t has been farmed by tenants since the 
F i r s t World War. Today, only the dwel l ing survives from the or ig ina l p lan ta t ion 
complex; i t stands prominently on a k n o l l , s teadi ly deter io ra t ing but s t i l l occu­
p ied , a unique example of Greek Revival s ty le p lantat ion a rch i tec tu re . 

Acreage: 301.8 acres 
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name Richard H. Dobson 

street & number 9003 S t u a r t Lane telephone n o . : 

city, town Cl inton s t a t e and z ip code Mfj 20735 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse l i b e r #2521 

street & number Main Street f o l i o 123 

city, town Upper Marlboro 
state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title Prince George's County Inventory of H is to r i c Sites 

date 1974 
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7. DeSCriptiOn Survey No. PG#74B-15 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent _X deteriorated x unaltered x original site 
good ruins altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a gene ra l de sc r ip t i on of the r e source and i t s 
v a r i o u s elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor stands on a knoll in open farm­
land above and west of the Patuxent River near Clagett Landing. I t is a 
one-and-one-half story frame hip-roofed house which rests on a high br ick 
foundation and has four large i n t e r i o r chimneys. The pr inc ipal elevat ion 
is the f ive-bay south facade. Entrance is through an eight-panel door with 
three-pane transom, and four-pane s ide l i gh ts , each of which is actual ly a 
narrow 2/2 double-hung-sash window over a panelled wainscot. The f lanking 
windows are 6/6 double-hung-sash, and have pla in board surrounds. The 
wooden cornice is p la in and boxed. Siding of the housing is now covered 
wi th gray patterned asphalt sh ing le . There is a raised porch (now ruinous) 
across the south facade; i t has chamfered posts and is supported by br ick 
p ie rs . 

There is a s imi la r porch across the north (rear) facade; the central 
eight-panel door of the north facade has a three-pane transom but no side­
l i g h t s . Three openings pierce the br ick foundation on the north facade: 
3/3 double sash windows in the f i r s t two bays, and a door in the f i f t h . 
The high (10 feet ) brick foundation is la id in American bond. (There are 
no openings in to the basement on the south facade.) Four i n t e r i o r chimneys 
r ise from the shallow hipped roof: t a l l parged brick stacks arranged 
s l i g h t l y asymmetrically on each side of the central hallway. They serve 
f i rep laces located on the i n t e r i o r wal ls of the four corner rooms. The 
northwest chimney also serves a large f i replace in that quadrant of the 
basement space. The roof is now covered with asphalt sh ingle. 

The house gives clear evidence of early archi tectura l workmanship. 
The s t ruc tura l members, once v i s i b l e in the basement and l o f t space, are 
a l l made from hand-hewn lumber: heavy j o i s t s , roughly 12" square in 
sec t ion , jo ined to the plate by wooden pegs in mortise and tenon j o i n t s . 1 

On the south e levat ion , where the porch is f a l l i n g away, i t is possible to 
see the carpenter 's locat ional marks incised in the ends of the f i r s t f loor 
j o i s t s , studs and diagonal braces. 

A short distance northeast of the house is a single gravestone, a slab 
covering for the low a l ta r tomb of El len Ann Clark Darnel l , niece of 
Wil l iam D. Claget t . There are two twentieth century tobacco barns, one to 
the west and one to the east of the house. There is a br ick l ined well 
(the only source of water) d i r e c t l y north of the house, and beyond i t a 
board-and-batten shed, and a small concrete block shed. 

Notes 

1 Reported by current occupant. 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#74B-15 

Period 
prehistoric 

F
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

-1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

* other (specify) 

Specific dates ear ly 19th c, Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: __A _B C __D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor is an unusual one-and-one-half-
story hip-roofed Greek Revival s ty le dwel l ing which is unique in Prince 
George's County. I t was constructed, ear ly in the nineteenth century, 
probably by Wil l iam D. Clagett on the p lantat ion which his fa ther , Joseph 
White Claget t , had inher i ted from his grandfather, Samuel White J The 
house is unusual in that i t s lower story is p a r t i a l l y underground, enclosed 
by a high br ick basement foundation; the upper story is covered by a shal­
low hipped-roof which gives i t a low, almost t runcated, appearance. The 
house is dist inguished by i t s handsome door treatment and i ts four promi­
nent chimneys. I t follows a standard Georgian f loor plan, with central 
passage and two double par lo rs . 

The Clagett house was b u i l t on the s i te o f , and to replace a s l i g h t l y 
smaller house which was described in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax assessment 
as new and in good repai r . I t stood on the two acres designated as the 
res ident ia l nucleus of the p lan ta t ion , which included, besides the 
dwel l ing , a 40 by 20 foot kitchen and spinning room, a 14 by 12 foot meat 
house, a 12 by 10 foot milk house, and a 16 by 10 foot poultry house.2 

Joseph White Clagett wrote his w i l l in Apr i l of 1828, devising his 
en t i re (over 500 acres) Cool Spring Manor plantat ion to his son Wil l iam D. 
Claget t ; on the same day he confirmed th i s legacy by legal deed. Wil l iam 
D. Claget t , in t u r n , promised to give to his father a l l p ro f i t s and pro­
ceeds from the plantat ion for the rest of his l i f e . 3 I t was probably at 
approximately th i s time that the subject house was b u i l t . 

in 
Joseph W. Clagett died two years later, and William D. Clagett resided 

the house and worked the plantation for the next forty years, gradually 
increasing his acreage.4 After the upheaval of the Civil War, Clagett, 
like many other planters in the County, found himself heavily in debt; in 
1865, he mortgaged 300 acres of Cool Spring Manor (including the dwelling) 
to James Owens of Anne Arundel County in order to secure a loan of $10,000. 
He was unable to repay the loan, and Owens brought suit in the Equity 
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#8 Continued 

Court , and purchased the property at public sale in 1871.5 p o r n e a r ] y a 

century, from the 1870's to 1961, the 300-acre Cool Spring Manor property 
was fanned by four generations of the Owens fami ly .6 Since the death of 
Edward Owens in 1917 i t has been farmed by tenants, as i t is s t i l l . 

Today, only the dwel l ing survives from the o r ig ina l complex of farm 
bu i l d i ngs . The family bur ia l ground may conceal the remains of many other 
fami ly members, but only one tombstone is v i s i b l e today, that of Wil l iam D. 
Claget t 's niece. (Her mother, Eleanor Claget t , had spent her childhood in 
t h i s house, and apparently continued to reside there per iod ica l l y a f te r her 
marr iage.) The barns and outbui ld ings appear to be twent ieth century 
replacements. The dwel l ing i t s e l f stands prominently on a k n o l l , over­
looking Clagett Landing Road, s teadi ly de te r io ra t ing but s t i l l occupied, a 
unique example of Greek Revival s ty le p lantat ion a rch i tec tu re . 

Notes 

1 Prince George's County Will, T #1:114. 

2 1798 Federal Direct Tax for Prince George's County, Patuxent Hundred. 

3 Prince George's County Will, TT #1:459; Deed AB #5:186. 

4 Prince George's County Census 1850-1870; Tax Assessments 1800-1850. 

5 Prince George's County Equity #788; Deeds #15:339, 340. 

6 Cf. Chain of title. 
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Clagett House, Cool Spring Manor 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apr i l 1985 
West elevat ion 
Neg: Md. H is t . Trust , Annapolis, MD 
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Clagett House, Cool Spring Manor 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
Ap r i l 1985 
North elevation 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Clagett House, Cool Spring Manor 
Prince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apr i l 1985 
Southwest,3/4 elevat ion 
Neg: Md. H is t . Trust , Annapolis, MD 
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Chain of T i t l e 

Clagett House at Cool Spring Manor 
P.G. #74B-15 

#2521:123 Helen and George Schindler to Richard and Peggy Dobson; 
3 Jan. 1961 301.8 acres of Cool Spring Manor. 
Deed 

#1549:417 Matilda Duvall to Helen and George Schindler; 297 acre 
20 Oct. 1952 t rac t of which James Owens, Sr. died seized, adjoining 
Deed lands of Samuel Brooke, Ellen Howard, and land known as 

Goodwood; same formerly owned by William D. Claget t , 
land acquired by deed recorded immediately p r i o r . 

#1549:414 Helen H. and George Schindler to Matilda Duval l ; 297 
20 Oct. 1952 acres of which James Owens, Sr. died seized, described 
Deed in #15:340, and Wi l ls GPH #1:295 and WEC #2:481. 

WEC #2:481 Testator, Maria Louise H i l l ; to daughter Helen H i l l 
4 Nov. 1947 (Schindler) farm known as Cool Spring Manor a f te r death 
Wil l of her father (James H i l l died 1951). 

GPH #1:295 Testator, Edward R. Owens; to niece, Maria Louise Owens 
25 Sept. 1917 H i l l , farm where tes ta tor resides called Cool Spring 
Wil l Manor, 297 acres. 

#15:340 James W. Owens, t rus tee , to Edward R. Owens, by order 
12 Nov. 1903 of Court, foreclosure case of James Owens vs. Wil l iam 
Confirmatory Deed D. Clagett ; James W. Owens appointed trustee to convey; 

does convey to Edward R. Owens (a f ter death of fa ther , 
James Owens, Sr.) any t i t l e grantor may have. 

#15:339 Munroe and Briscoe, trustee for Anne Arundel Equity 
7 Nov. 1903 #2356, to Edward R. Owens, $4,650; 297 acres of Cool 
Deed Spring Manor of which James Owens, Sr. died seized; 

foreclosure of mortgage (1871) from William D. Clagett 
to James Owens; property intended to be conveyed to 
James Owens, S r . , now deceased, so trustees have sold 
to Edward R. Owens. 

#788 James Owens vs. Wil l iam D. Clagett; foreclosure of 
1871-1889 mortgage (FS #3:13), Owens advertised and purchased 
Equity property in 1871, but no deed executed; 6 March 1889, 

James W. Owens appointed trustee to convey. 

FS #3:13 Wil l iam D. and Mary Clagett to James Owens to secure 
26 July 1865 $10,000 loan; 297 acres of Cool Spring Manor on which 
Mortgage Clagett resides. 
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TT #1:459 
11 May 1830 
Wil l 

AB #5:186 
17 Apr i l 1828 
Deed 

Testator, Joseph White Claget t , confirmation of convey­
ance to son Will iam D. Claget t , a l l land on which he 
now resides, and a l l contiguous land. (Addendum to 
w i l l : "Whereas my fa ther , Joseph White Clagett , has 
th is day conveyed to me . . . t he plantat ion on which he 
resides in Prince George's County, I bind myself to 
give him whole p ro f i t s and proceeds of said p lantat ion 
during his natural l i f e . 17 Apr i l 1828, Will iam D. 
Clagett") 

Joseph W. Clagett to Wil l iam D. Clagett , fo r love and 
$500, Cool Spring Manor on which grantor now resides. 

T #1:114 
19 June 1779 
Wil l 

Testator, Samuel White: to grandson Joseph White 
Claget t , 400 acres of Cool Spring Manor (now known as 
White's Adventure) plus 48 acres of Cool Spring Manor 
adjo in ing, i t being the p lantat ion where tes ta to r 
resides. 
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Clagett House, Cool Spring Manor 
Prince George's County, md. 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apr i l 1985 
Northeast 3/4 elevat ion 
Neg: Md. His t . Trust , Annapolis, MD. 
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Clagett House, Cool Spring Manor 
Pr ince George's County, MD 
Susan G. Pearl 
Apr i l 1985 
South entrance 
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 










